
Evolution of Handles and Blades
Thompson handles and blades have evolved over the years through the generations shown below, to the latest technology, S-Lock® Quick Angle Cam II Handles. 

Features in blue are updates from the previous version:

1. FIXED

4. INTERCHANGEABLE CAM II ANGLING

2. SWIVEL

5. S-LOCK® CAM II ANGLING

3. ROTATABLE

6. S-LOCK® CAM II QUICK ANGLE

Blade is permanently affixed 
to handle, does not swivel; 
adjusts by loosening joint and 
repositioning handle

Blade is permanently affixed 
to the handle, swivels side to 
side with no repositioning 
of handle, does not lock

Retractor Blades can easily be changed 
with the push of a button;  

blade swivels 360º.

S-Lock® Technology introduces two positions 
on the blade nipple; Blades may be Locked 

to eliminate micro-movement, or kept in 
Swivel to align naturallly with patient's unique 

anatomy.

S-Lock® 
Technology

Separate handles and 
blades; blade swivels 
by loosening, locks in 
place by tightening 
rotatable knob

Separate ½" x ¼" 
joint required

Single piece 
handle and joint

Upgraded with new "pinch" 
feature for easier removal

Separate ½" x ¼" 
joint required

Separate ½" x ¼" 
joint required

Wrench Wrench T-Handle

Angle 40º up or 35º down 
with fingers or wrench

Angle 40º up or 35º down 
with fingers or wrench

Angle 45º up or 
down with fingers 
or T-Handle

Developed in late 2000's

Developed in 1960's Developed in 1960's Developed in 1980's

Developed in 1990's Developed in 2018

Note: Interchangeable Blades connect to Interchangeable 
Handles, which are identified by the Silver Nipple and Silver 
Plunger.

Note: S-Lock Blades connect to S-Lock Handles, which are 
identified by the Gold Nipple and Gold Plunger.



S-Lock® Technology 
Thompson’s patented S-Lock Technology allows retractor blades the ability to be Locked into position eliminating any micro-movement, OR in the Swivel position in order 

to naturally align with each patient’s anatomy. Here’s what you need to know:

BLADE AND HANDLE 
CONTAIN MATCHING SERRATIONS

SWIVELS 360º

LOCKS IN PLACE FOR  
PRECISE RETRACTION

GOLD NIPPLE + PLUNGER COLOR

Compatibility
HANDLES & BLADES:

S-Lock® Handle are not compatible with older generation styles, such as Interchangeable, Rotatable or Fixed Blades. We recommend standardizing your sets to one style.

FRAME COMPONENTS:

Frame Components consist of inter-connecting, ½” in diameter parts, such as Rail Clamps, Rods, Angled Arms, and Joints. All handle and blade instruments are cross-

compatible with ½” Frame Components.

Compatible Incompatible

Swivel

or Lock

Matching 
serrations

* Free trial valid for U.S. customers only. Customers outside the U.S.A., please call +1-231-922-0177 for availability.
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